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Animals  
have always 
been part  
of Ireland’s 
story.

For generations they have shaped our 
landscape, our culture and our identity; 
from our myths to the animals we 
once carried in our pockets on Ireland’s 
earliest coins.

The hare, the salmon, the hound and the 
wren reflected something shared:  
a recognition that animals matter.

That belief continues today.

Through the work of the NSPCA,  
we are building on that legacy, 
working to protect animals and 
strengthen their place in Irish society.
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A New 
National Voice 
for Animals.

The National Society 
for Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals 
(NSPCA) is Ireland’s new 
national organisation 
dedicated to ending 
animal suffering.

Formed through the merger  
of the ISPCA and DSPCA, the  
NSPCA brings together decades  
of experience, expertise and  
care to create a stronger, more  
unified voice for animals.

Every day, our teams work across 
Ireland to rescue, rehabilitate and 
protect animals, while supporting 
communities and strengthening 
awareness of animal welfare.

Our Vision 
An Ireland where animals 
are free from cruelty and 
protected from harm,  
and where compassion  
for them is at the heart  
of our national values.

Our Mission 
Our mission is to prevent 
cruelty, protect animals,  
and strengthen the  
systems, standards and 
attitudes that safeguard 
animal welfare in Ireland.

Our Values
	 Compassion  

in how we care.

	 Courage  
in how we act.

	 Respect  
in how we work.
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Our 2026-2030 strategy 
sets out a clear and 
ambitious plan to 
strengthen animal welfare 
protections across Ireland.

It reflects both the scale of the 
challenge and the opportunity to deliver 
meaningful, lasting change through a 
coordinated national approach.

While our work spans protection, 
prevention, education and care, a central 
focus of this strategy is advocacy - 
strengthening the laws, systems and 
resources that protect animals in Ireland.

A National 
Commitment 
to Animals
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Driving 
Change 
Through 
Advocacy
The NSPCA is calling 
for urgent reform 
of animal welfare 
legislation in Ireland.
While progress has been made, 
gaps in current protections mean 
that animals remain at risk, and 
enforcement is inconsistent.

A Public 
Mandate

90%
nearly 90% support stricter 
regulation of dog breeding 

86% 
believe horse-drawn 
vehicles should be more 
strictly regulated

Public polling 
demonstrate a clear 
and growing public 
expectation for reform.

67% 
support the phasing out  
of horse-drawn carriages  
in towns and cities

Public polling source: Bounce Insights 
National Survey (n=1,000 Ireland, 2026), 
commissioned by NSPCA

NSPCA Strategic Focus 2026–2030 6-7

Strengthening legislation, 
improving oversight and 
ensuring proper resourcing 
are essential to delivering 
meaningful and lasting change.

As part of our strategy,  
we have identified four key 
priority areas where reform  
is needed.

82% 
support a ban on  
fox hunting for sport 

67%
believe greyhound racing 
should be phased out 

70%
express concern about 
welfare standards within the 
greyhound racing industry



Our Priority Areas
The NSPCA is calling for:

Reform of dog breeding 
legislation to address large-
scale commercial breeding,
strengthen welfare standards 
and improve inspection and 
enforcement mechanisms.

A legal ban on sulky horses on 
all public roads and horse-drawn 
carriages incities, promoting 
higher standards of care while 
safeguarding both animal 
welfare and public safety.

The legal ban of 
greyhound racing.

The legal ban of the 
hunting and killing of 
foxes with dogs for sport.
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Because 
animals 
matter.

This strategy is just 
the beginning.
Creating lasting change will 
require collective action from 
government, organisations, 
communities and the public.

Together, we can build a  
future where animals are 
protected, valued and  
respected across Ireland.

Learn more at NSPCA.ie
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For more information or ways 
to get involved, sign up to our 
newsletter on nspca.ie, and  
follow us on Instagram/Facebook.
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